A RECIPE THAT WILL TAKE A WHILE TO PERFECT, BUT WE'RE ALMOST THERE!

SERVING SIZE: MILLIONS OF FEMALES IN STEM JOBS
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THE ISSUE

How do we get more female middle school and high school students involved in STEM? How do we encourage
these students to stick with STEM as they plan for college?
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BACKGROUND

The problem at hand is that a majority of female students start to lose their interest in STEM jobs between the
ages of 12-15 years-old. There is a misconception that science needs to be made “girly” in order to maintain the
interest of girls but in the end, this will only drive them further away. The biggest issue is that from the ages of
12-15 we start to hear negative stereotypes, see the lack of other girls in STEM classes, and figure out that
female scientists are paid significantly less than men. Therefore making getting involved with STEM a risky path
filled with minimal support and backlash, and this poster is a guide on how we are going to change that.
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DONT'S

e A sprinkle of support from big organizations. A
major step SWE could take is teaming with other
groups such as Girls on the Run to spread the
knowledge of STEM through female-only clubs.
According to research, all-girl schools produce over
50% more STEM works than co-ed due to no
intimidation from being the only girl in class.

e Do not forget to use all of your ingredients: too
many organizations overlook teaching elementary
school students (especially girls) about STEM
careers purely because of underestimating how
well they will understand STEM topics, and this has
to stop.
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